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Steph Horn – Project Coordinator – Chilterns Conservation Board

06.03.24

Chess Smarter Water Catchment
- Local Access Forum



Setting the Scene 2022-23
Data Review



The Approach
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Developing the Draft Network 



July 2023

Stakeholder Workshop

• Held in Chesham hosted by the Sustrans and the Chilterns 
Conservation Board with a range of stakeholders across the 
catchment. 

• Sustrans facilitated a series of table-based activities

• Feedback and ideas were gathered with the aim of ensuring that new 
routes would complement and enhance existing marked trails and less 
formal routes

• Activity 1 – What makes a good route

• Activity 2 – Your experiences in the catchment 

• Activity 3 – Feedback on the draft network



Proposed routes in the catchment 





Tested routes – 5 datasets on Access compiled



Proposed walking route for development
From April 2024



Suggested Next Steps –

Landowner 
Engagement

Preliminary 
ecological 
appraisal

Comms & public 
engagement 

plan

Final ReportMonitoring –
baseline surveys 

& analysis

Concept 
designs (plans 

& visualisations)

For delivery from April 2024
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Stakeholder 
engagement 

plan

Understanding 
planning 

requirements

Equality impact 
assessment 

(draft)



Counting people – at entrance points or along any route where people pass

Footfall Counters

Three Locations 
Currently under review 
by the supplier. 

1. CVW – on the 
Latimer Road, just 
beyond the Sewage 
Treatment Works

2. Frogmore Meadows 
SSSI – HMWT

3. M25 Solesbridge 
Lane 



Brief update

Chiltern Society –

Jim Conboy – Pub Walks
- 6 Pub to pub walks complete and leaflets created – all in the top of 

the  catchment around the Cholesbury area
- Next Steps – New walks under development 

Andrew Clark – Walks
- Working with the Chilterns Conservation Board to develop a route 

aimed at Children and accessing Chalk Streams for education
- Looking at other walking routes that will bring people in and out of 

the catchment for Chiltern Society Magazine 
- Looking at Access barriers for wheel chair users as a focus around 

Chesham Town along the Chess Valley Walk 
- PLUS all his regular volunteering
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Examples in this presentation arise from the
River Chess Smarter Water Catchment project, 
with thanks to the following organisations:

Thank you
stephhorn@chilternsaonb.org 
www.chesssmarterwatercatchment.org

mailto:stephhorn@chilternsaonb.org
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